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VOTER 

The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware 
 
February 2017     www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org                 Vol. 21, No. 6 

The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities.
 

  HOT TOPIC LUNCH MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2017,11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Delaware, 1777: Two Great Armies And A Battle 

Mich�D�H�O�·�V���5�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W����1000 Churchman's Rd, Newark, DE 19713 
Buffet lunch is $15.00 paid at time of the luncheon. Please pay in cash if at all possible 

 
�-�R�L�Q���X�V���D�W���0�L�F�K�D�H�O�·�V���I�R�U���D���E�X�I�I�H�W���O�X�Q�F�K�H�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�������*�U�H�D�W���I�R�R�G���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�F�H���R�I����������������
per person covers lunch, beverages and gratuity.  
 
Nancy Willing  will recap a presentation she made to the Sons of the American Revolution where she 
made the case for several Delaware "firsts" from 1777, including new information on whether or not the 
American flag was first flown here at the Battle of Cooch's Bridge. In addition, W3R's Bill Conley will 
share their work with the National Park Service in creating the new National Historic Trail - 
the Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route - through Delaware. 

 
Nancy Willing is a life-long Delaware resident who runs the popular 'Delaware 
Way' blog and co-founded the Friends of Historic Glasgow to try to preserve La 
Grange, a Delaware Heritage farm. Nancy currently sits on the Boards of the 
Civic League for New Castle County (and is their registered lobbyist), the 
Delaware Coalition for Open Government, the Progressive Democrats for 
Delaware, the Newark Natural Foods Community Co-op and the Washington-
Rochambeau Revolutionary Route W3R. 
 

 
Hot Topic meetings are the time to check in with current and longtime friends, make new friends, invite 
your friends, neighbors, colleagues to experience the League in an informal setting, and become informed 
on a wide variety of topics. 
 
Please RSVP at lwvde@comcast.net or 302-571-8948 by Saturday, February 25, so we can let the restaurant know 
how many to expect.  If you need a ride, leave a message on the League Office phone or e-mail when you RSVP.   
 
There will be carpooling from Wilmington area. Call 302-571-8948 and leave a message. 
If you have not made a reservation please come anyway; meal is buffet style. 
Directions:  �0�L�F�K�D�H�O�¶�V���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W�������������&�K�X�U�F�K�P�D�Q�¶�V���5�R�D�G�����1�H�Z�D�U�N�������6�H�H��http://michaelsde.com/directions/ 
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The League of Women Voters of Delaware's Price on Carbon Study 2015-16 

 
Come, learn and participate in a CONSENSUS MEETING presented by the LWVDE Price on Carbon 
Study Committee. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2017 
10 A.M. - 12 NOON. Refreshments provided. 
Immanuel Church Highlands - Parish Hall 

(Parish Hall can be accessed by elevator from outside building) 
2400 W 17th. Street, Wilmington, DE  19806 

Parking on street.  Carpooling:  Call 302-571-8948 or email lwvncc@comcast.net 
 
Special Study Committee Diz (Linda) Swift, LWVCA will be presenting, along with Chad Tolman, 
Committee Chair.  
 
No special knowledge needed to participate.  Read the material in this VOTER and the separate document of 
questions with background information.  
 
 
The Consensus QUESTIONS with background information are sent to you in a PDF file attached. 
  
At the LWVDE Convention 2015 the LWVDE approved the Delaware Price on Carbon (DEPOC) Study.  A study group 

of eight was formed.  It includes Chad Tolman, Pat Todd, Peggy Schultz and Ellen Wasfi from the Delaware 
League, Diz (Linda) Swift from the LWVCA, Gary Witt from Temple University, Lance Noel from UD, Dick 
Bingham from the Delaware Nature Society, and Elizabeth Siftar from Delaware Interfaith Power and Light.  Ahe 
committee has held virtual meetings since June 2015.   

The study addressed the following questions: 
�x What have other states, provinces and countries done to put a price on carbon, and what have been the results?  
�x What are the pros and cons of cap-and-trade vs. a carbon tax or fee for Delaware? 
�x How should the funds raised in Delaware be used? 
�x What would be the economic effects of the increasing price? 
�x Who are the key people we should contact for advice and support? (e.g., Dept. of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Control (DNREC) staff, faculty at the University of Delaware, members of the state legislature, 
�'�H�O�D�Z�D�U�H�¶�V���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�����O�H�D�G�H�U�V���R�I���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����O�H�D�G�H�U�V���R�I���F�D�U�E�R�Q���S�U�L�F�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U��
states and provinces, others?) 

�x What other organizations would we want to collaborate with? Delaware Interfaith Power and Light (DeIPL), 
Delaware Chapter of the Sierra Club, Delaware Audubon, Delaware Nature Society (DNS), others?) 

�x Could the study provide an opportunity to involve young people in working on an important environmental issue? 
�x What should we do to inform and educate members of the League, other environmental organizations, the public, and 

members of government? 
 
Diz Swift has already developed a Price on Carbon (http://priceoncarbon.org) website, which has been endorsed by the 
LWVUS.  It has a lot of valuable information for those interested in learning more about this important policy option for 
addressing climate change. 
        Further Resources are found on the LWVDELAWARE.ORG website with background material  
  and hot links. 
  League of Women Voters of Delaware Price on Carbon Study  2015-2016 Summary of Findings are 
  printed at the end of this VOTER pages 8-9. 

See invitation to a reception for our speaker on page 3. 
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Meet Diz Swift at a reception on Tuesday, Feb. 7th, 6-8 pm. 
 

League members and friends will have a chance to meet and talk with Linda (Diz) 
Swift at our first two price on carbon consensus meetings (those on Tues., Feb. 
7th, 10 am, in New Castle County and then on Feb. 8th, 11:30 pm, in Kent 
County), as well as at a reception in her honor on Feb. 7th, 6-8 pm, home of Jerry 
and Peggy Schultz, 113 Cardiff Ct. W. An RSVP (schultz_peggy@yahoo.com or 
ptoddwilm@aol.com) would be helpful though not required. If you can bring a 
finger food or a drink, also helpful. Please let Peggy or Pat Todd know about 
attendance and/or food/drink contribution by Sunday, Feb. 5th. 
 
�&�K�H�F�N���R�X�W���'�L�]�¶�V���Z�L�G�H�O�\-admired website on pricing carbon at 

https://priceoncarbon.org  �'�L�]���L�V���D���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���/�H�D�J�X�H���P�H�P�E�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D���3�K�'���L�Q���J�H�R�O�R�J�\�����Z�L�W�K���R�Y�H�U���������\�H�D�U�V�¶��
experience working in minerals and oil and gas exploration and production. 
 

 
 
A thank you GET TOGETHER for volunteers who helped out during 
the recent election season was held Thursday evening, January 
19th at Patti Christopher's home.  
 
Thanks to Patti, all enjoyed delicious food, wine and great 
conversations.   
 

GREAT DECISIONS GROUP DISCUSSION - open to all 
 
What:  Great Decisions: European Union 
When:  Monday, February 13th 1:30 - 3:30 pm 
Where:  Newark Free Library 
Who:  Judy Taggart will lead the discussion 
What else:  Lunch, for those who wish it 
When:  Before discussion, noon - 1:15 pm 
Where:  Bamboo House 
How:  Call Vicky Kleinman, 302-731-4950, to arrange seating 

 
March 20: Trade Policy 
April 17: South China Sea  May 15: Saudi Arabia 
June 19: Geopolitics of energy  Sept:  Latin America 
Oct:  Afghanistan/Pakistan  Nov:  Nuclear Security 
Vicky Kleinman, 703 Fiske Lane, Newark, 302-731-4950 

 
Financial contribution since November newsletter: 
Linda Lee and Joseph Wald 
THANK YOU TO OUR BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE    
MEMBERS WHO KEEP THE LEAGUE VITAL. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
All joined within the last three months: 
 
David Carter   davidctr@aol.com 
Karen Ellis-Brisbon  karen_ellisbrisbon@hotmail.com 
George Meldrum  gmeldrum@nemours.org 
�0�V�����-�H�Q�Q�L�I�H�U���2�¶�1�H�L�O-Curley  jenniferocurley@gmail.com 
Ms. Suzanne Poitras  szllmap@gmail.com 
Carol Boncelet   carolboncelet@hotmail.com 
Lorraine S. Botticelli  lsbotticelli@gmail.com 
Jordan Hamilton  hamilja86@gmail.com  
Carmela Longobardi    longobardi8@verizon.net  
Aimee Mantell   aimee.mantell@gmail.com 
Holly Niederriter    hollynied@verizon.net 
Louise Rolleri   louiserolleri@comcast.net 
Joan Wheeler   sojourner143@gmail.com 
Janet M. Wilson  janetw1000@gmail.com 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 �7�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���L�V���L�Q���W�X�U�P�R�L�O�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����,�I���\�R�X�¶�U�H��
frustrated and discouraged, approach issues that impact you, think in terms of developing a 
positive strategy, in addressing these issues. 
 
Americans have more freedoms than people anywhere in the world. If you feel it is 
necessary to make your voice heard, start a petition and send it to your Congressional 
Representative or Senator. Send an email; make a phone call.  Regardless of partisan 
views, address what you may feel as infringement of the American Way, a challenge to our 
Bill of Rights in the Constitution. Uphold what could be considered a violation of 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���K�D�Q�G���W�R those less fortunate, surviving in war-torn countries.  

Reach out to people of other partisan views; learn to communicate so that rifts dividing our country may be healed. 
Extend helping hands to those less fortunate, to people with fewer opportunities for education and opportunities. Help 
America remain strong by supporting the people of the U.S. to stay strong by working together 
 
Emily White, LWVNCC President 
 
 

 
THEY REPRESENT YOU 2017-18: A listing of elected officials will be available shortly.  
If you would like a printed copy send an email to lwvncc@comcast.net and the list will be 
post-mailed to you.  The listing will also be emailed to all shortly. 
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Dear League Members: 
 
Interesting and interested people 
 Doing Interesting work and  
  Having interesting dialog . . . 
   Does this sound like a group that might interest you? 
 
An experience to remember:  demanding, rewarding, challenging, satisfying . . . join the LWVNCC Board of directors 
to be part of a dynamic, fun group of people. 
 
You will be able to: 
- share your League successes with other organizations, 
- build your leadership skills, 
- learn to use your skills to make things happen for the League and for your community, 
- help to set the direction for the LWVNCC, 
- expand your commitment to the League, 
- raise your visibility. 
 
If this sounds like an opportunity you or someone you know might want to pursue, please contact the Nominating 
Committee. 
 
The Nominating Committee of the League of Women Voters of New Castle County is meeting and is looking for 
individuals who would like to serve in various capacities on the LWVNCC League board.  This is a great 
opportunity to work with a group of dedicated people planning activities for the next two years: Where to focus its 
advocacy. How to get out the vote for the next elections.  Continue to make the League relevant in a changing world, 
while having fun and learning new skills.  You can nominate yourself, or someone else. 
 
Positions open:  
President (2 year term) 
1st Vice presidents (2 year term) 
2nd Vice president (1 year term) 
Secretary (2 year term) 
Treasurer (1 year term) 
Directors: Up to 4 directors.  
The president can appoint additional directors after the annual meeting May 22, 2017.  There are three directors 
continuing in their two year terms.  
 
Skills needed:  Social Media, fundraising, taking minutes, public relations (press releases, updating media contacts), 
voter service coordinator, assisting the New Citizen ceremony coordinator, assisting with website updating, planning 
Hot Topic events, events planning, finance chair, assist with membership activities (recruitment etc.,) learn to use our 
camcorder and film our activities and post on line, take pictures for Facebook and newsletter, and voter editor, and yes, 
someone who can be treasurer and can do Excel files.  Be brave, try something new. 
 
We are looking at the membership forms which indicate your interests, but don't wait.  Send a email or call anyone of 
the Nominating Committee members listed below: 
 
Linda Barnett- 478-9519; luvchocdog@hotmail.com 
Letty Diswood - 478-8224 H; 302-438-6590 cell; letty.diswood.verizon.net 
Moonyeen Klopfenstein - 999-9059 H; 494-3687 cell; bobklop@aol.com 
Peggy Schultz - 235-7182 H; 598-9427 cell; schultz_peggy@yahoo.com 
Bea Webb - 892-9724; beawebb123@comcast.net 
 
Thank you.  Nominating Committee members 
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LWVNCC Program Planning for 2017-2019 

This year the LWV of Delaware will hold its Biennial Convention June 10, 2017 and LWV of New Castle County 
will hold its Annual Meeting May 22, 2017. 

For these meetings we ask all our members to provide some input to the boards so they can put together a Proposed 
Program for 2017-19, that will be voted on at these meetings. 

Every two years state and local Leagues participate in the LWV Program Planning process by making 
recommendations concerning program issues �± this is how we remain a grassroots organization. (Note: Program is 
NOT planning a calendar of activities for the year) 

The Program Planning process is an important League tool for identifying issues for study. It gives members and 
Leagues the opportunity to balance the pros and cons, assess possible support, and consider the viability of issues. 
Check the lwvdelaware.org for the current Policy Positions (Program) for LWV of Delaware.  The LWV of New 
Castle County policy positions (Program) are listed on pages 6-7. 
 
Selecting an issue for study 
Program, a three-�S�D�U�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���L�V���D���F�R�U�H���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���/�H�D�J�X�H�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����L�V���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�I���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J����
study and consensus, and advocacy. While it is important to hold a Program Planning meeting to discuss possible 
issues for study at the local and state level, it is not essential for every League to select an issue.  

At the last LWV of New Castle County board meeting it was decided not to hold a membership meeting on 
program planning, but to provide our membership an opportunity to send their comments and 
recommendations to the LWVNCC board by March 1, 2017 either by mail or email. 

When looking at League Program keep in mind possible issues by asking, for example:  
1. Is there widespread member interest? 
2. Is this a timely issue? 
3. Is government action the most effective way to address the problem? 

New Study, Review and Update, or Concurrence?  

Our League members have the option to: propose new studies; review and update a current position; recommend a 
concurrence with some other League’s already adopted position; or to make no recommendation. Members at the 
annual meeting and state convention will still be asked to re-adopt the existing program.  

Please send your comments to lwvde@comcast.net.  Or mail your comments to LWV of New Castle County, 
2400 W 17th Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level, Wilmington, DE  19806.  For further information call 
the office at 301-571-8948. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
CURRENT PROGRAM 2015-2017  

 
GOVERNMENT 
Support of programs and policies which promote ethical, efficient and effective government.  
 
Revenue Structure:  Support for fiscal measures to provide revenue sufficient for essential government services for 
the entire county, including municipalities such as the Cities of Wilmington and Newark which serve the County.  
         (Continued on page 7 Program 2015-2017) 
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(Continued from page 6 Program 2015-2017) 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
Support of policies that protect air and water quality in New Castle County. 
 
[Current Emphasis:  The Energy/Climate Change/Natural Resources committee is focusing on sea level rise, fracking, 
statewide climate change goals, air, water, solid waste and recycling. Further details on energy and climate change 
positions may be found on the state website at www.lwvdelaware.org���*�R���W�R���³�6�W�X�G�L�H�V�´�@ 
 
LAND USE/TRANSPORTATION  
 
Continuing study item 
Examine developments and concepts in land use and transportation. 
 
[Current Emphasis:  The Land Use/Transportation Committee subscribes to the LWVDE positions on land use and 
transportation which supports reducing transportation-generated greenhouse gas emissions by wiser land use planning and 
by enhancing public transit options.  Further details may be found on the state website at www.lwvdelaware.org.] 
 
Land use:  Support of the regulation of growth and optimum use of land in New Castle County through a comprehensive 
planning policy.  Monitoring of land use policies and procedures in NCC and their relationship to human needs, 
population trends, transportation planning, and ecological and socioeconomic factors. Encouragement of continuing 
cooperation among governmental agencies  
 
Transportation:  Support for a balanced, inter-modal transportation system interconnected with land use and based on 
inter-jurisdictional coordination.  
 
SOCIAL POLICY 
 
Urban Health/Justice System 
 
Continuing Study - A re-evaluation of Delaware’s criminal justice system and the impact of the current policies and 
practices on society. The re-evaluation is kept broad so that attention will be placed where there is the most impact. 
 
Urban Health:   Support the improvement of the quality of urban life by encouraging citizen input and review of the 
economic, environmental, and service development and regulation in the towns and cities.  
 
Needle Exchange Programs:  Support for comprehensive needle exchange programs, which also offer education and 
referrals to appropriate services, as part of a public health effort to reduce the spread of infectious diseases such as 
HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C.  (Adopted 12/2005). 
 
Housing:  Support for measures to assure equal housing opportunities and decent, affordable housing in the incorporated 
and unincorporated areas of New Castle County. 
 
Library Services:  Support for a county-wide public library system, efficiently managed and adequately funded to 
provide library services for the citizens of New Castle County.                                                              
 
Public School Libraries:  Support policies and funding for public school library media centers that promote their central 
role in providing equal opportunity for all children to achieve educational excellence.  
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DO YOU WANT TO LET YOUR NEW GOVERNOR AND YOUR LEGISLATORS KNOW HOW TO IMROVE 
AND FUND OUR GOVERNMENT - THEN HERE IS YOUR CHANCE! 

 
Citizens to be solicited for Ideas to Deal with Budget Challenges 
 
If you have ideas about tackling the state's budgetary shortfall, you will soon get a chance to share them with the 
Governor and your local elected officials. 

A group of state lawmakers joined Governor John Carney on Thursday at Legislative Hall to announce plans to engage 
citizens in a series of "Budget Reset" Community Conversations.  

Together with members of the General Assembly, Gov. Carney will listen to ideas from Delawareans on how to address 
Delaware's structural budget challenges. (See partial schedule below.) 

Anemic state revenue growth, combined with higher expenses, have produced an operating budget shortfall currently 
estimated at $350 million for the fiscal year that begins July 1st. 
 
Before leaving office earlier this month, then-Governor Jack Markell released his recommendations to close the gap and 
balance the budget. The package of tax hikes, program cuts, and cost-shifting received a chilly reception from lawmakers 
and was roundly criticized by citizens. 

Gov. Carney said the Budget Reset meetings would be a chance to "present the problem to the public and invite their 
suggestions." 

Some of the events will be special public meetings staged by small groups of lawmakers.  On other occasions, Gov. 
Carney will visit regularly scheduled constituent coffee meetings. 

"I think the conversations could get as hot as the coffee," quipped State House Minority Leader Danny Short, R-Seaford. 
The governor is making an appearance at Rep. Short's monthly constituent meeting on March 1st. 

The face-to-face meetings will not be the only way for the public to participate.   
 
"Telephone town halls" -- large conference calls that Gov. Carney said he occasionally used during his tenure as a 
Congressman -- will also be employed.  "It's an effective way to reach out to the public," he said. "You can get thousands 
of people on the line." 

Members of the public can also offer ideas online by clicking here.  
 
Governor Carney will join members of the General Assembly �± Democrats and Republicans �± at their constituent coffees 
�D�Q�G���W�R�Z�Q���K�D�O�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���'�H�O�D�Z�D�U�H�¶�V���E�X�G�J�H�W��challenges and listen to ideas from members of the public. 

7:30 a.m. �± January 30 �± �7�L�P�R�W�K�\�¶�V���R�Q���W�K�H���5�L�Y�H�U�I�U�R�Q�W�����:�L�O�P�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����Z�L�W�K���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���6�W�H�S�K�D�Q�L�H���7�����%�R�O�G�H�Q 

7:30 a.m. �± February 15 �± Drip Café, Hockessin, with Senator David Sokola 

8:00 a.m. �± February 21 �± Drip Café, Hockessin, with Senator Greg Lavelle 

9:00 a.m. �± February 22 �± Downtown Dover Partnership, Dover, with Senator Brian Bushweller 

February 22 – TELE-TOWN HALL 

9:00 a.m. �± March 1 �± Nanticoke Senior Center, Seaford, with Representative Daniel Short 

8:00 a.m. �± April 5 �± Café Gelato, Newark, with Representative Paul Baumbach 

*We will follow up with details and additional dates as more Conversations are added. 
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Women’s March on Washington-Delaware 
 
The chant, "Love, not hate, makes American great" rang out as more than a thousand 
Delaware women, men and children marched in solidarity with those who participated 
in marches in Washington and in hundreds of cities around the world, on January 21.  
Participation in the local march organized by Donna Shand of the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Newark, exceeded expectations as did almost all other 
events. Signs showed support of the variety of issues that will be facing our nation in 
the coming years: health care, women's rights, civil rights for all citizens, climate 
change, tolerance, immigration reform, and some with the simple message of 
improving civil discourse.    Pictured L-R: Judy Taggart, Flo Waibel, Carole Walsh and Wanda Simons. 
 

HOT TOPIC HIGHLIGHTS 
Nicole Magnusson Informs LWVDE and AAUW about Foster Care Initiatives, Gaps in Services 

 
On Monday, January 23, League of Women Voters Delaware members and AAUW Newark 
�E�U�D�Q�F�K���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���D�W���0�L�F�K�D�H�O�¶�V���5�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W���W�R���K�H�D�U���D�Q���L�Q�V�S�L�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H��
presentation about aging out of foster care services. Nicole Magnusson, who was once on the 
receiving end of foster care services and now works for the Office of the Attorney General, 
shared her experiences with the foster care system and provided overview on many programs that 
provide direct services for youth aging out of foster care. There are about 700-800 children in 
foster care in Delaware, and about 75% age out 
each year, Magnusson explained. Before many 
of the programs that Magnusson introduced 
had been created, children in the foster care 
system used to grow up under-educated, under-

paid, and under-employed, and some were described as being in the 
�³�I�R�V�W�H�U���F�D�U�H���W�R���S�U�L�V�R�Q���S�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H���´ 
 
Thanks to many of the organizations Magnusson introduced to LWVDE and 
AAUW, foster care services have dramatically improved in Delaware over the last 
decade or so. The Fostering Connections Act created developmentally appropriate 
care for young adults between 18 and 21, and the 2013 Ready By 21 initiative 
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���I�R�V�W�H�U���F�D�U�H���D�Q�G���D�I�W�H�U���F�D�U�H���L�V�Q�¶�W���³�R�Q�H���V�L�]�H���I�L�W�V���D�O�O���´���7�K�H���5�H�D�G�\���%�\��������
initiative assists in helping foster care youth who have aged out with housing, bills, 
and education as well as provide Independent Living Workers to mentor the young 
adults. As Magnusson mentioned, investing in these services have phenomenal 
return on investment and save the state millions of dollars because they prevent 
arrests, unemployment, and more.  

As progressive as Delaware is in their foster care services initiatives, there are 
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���J�D�S�V���L�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���G�U�L�Y�H�U�¶�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�V�����L�V��
hard to obtain. There is also the issue of permanency. Youth need permanent 
�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����³�D���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\�«�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���D�O�Z�D�\�V���F�R�P�H���E�D�F�N���W�R�´���D�V���0�D�J�Q�X�V�V�R�Q��
�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G�����$���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���S�X�V�K�H�G���I�R�U���D�O�O���I�R�V�W�H�U���\�R�X�W�K�����\�H�W���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���L�V�Q�¶�W���I�R�U��
everyone. Magnusson suggested that more opportunities for trade school and 
apprenticeships should be introduced as options, as well as soft skills such as resume 
workshops and interview practice. 
 
Simple things can change the trajectory o�I���D���\�R�X�W�K�¶�V���O�L�I�H�����7�K�U�R�X�J�K���0�D�J�Q�X�V�V�R�Q�¶�V���Z�R�U�N����

as well as the work of other volunteers and board members like her, policies and initiatives can be created for youth aging 
out of foster care that help make a better transition from the nest to the sky.  
 
Julie Millisky, AAUW  

Nicole Magnusson 



   

10 
 

League of Women Voters of Delaware 
Price on Carbon Study - 2015-2016 

 
Summary of Findings 

 
Putting a price on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions – called “a price on carbon” – will reduce demand for fossil fuels and 
is a positive step toward reducing those emissions.  Pricing carbon can be done using either a carbon tax/fee or a system 
of cap and trade.  The Delaware LWV Price on Carbon (DEPOC) study is not adequate to determine a preference.  Both 
pricing mechanisms have been tried in many parts of the world; both can be successful. 
 
Revenue will accrue from either system, and how that revenue is used is critical.  Our work has shown that improving 
energy efficiency, investing in research, improving land use and transportation practices, and improving standards (such 
as mileage standards for vehicles) are all important.  And all can be advanced more rapidly if revenue is invested in 
them.   
 
Carbon Pricing and Revenue Use 
Putting a price on greenhouse gas emissions – particularly those formed by burning fossil fuels – is a simple way to 
reduce demand and lower emissions.  Most economists agree that carbon pricing is an effective way to reduce 
emissions, whether the pricing mechanism is via cap and trade or carbon tax – and it is cheaper than many other 
alternatives.  Most emissions are from power plants, transportation, and industry.  Emissions have decreased where 
carbon pricing is in effect, especially from power plants and industry, although it is difficult to determine how much of 
the decrease is due to carbon pricing alone.  
  
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI): Delaware is a founding member of RGGI, a cooperative cap and trade 
system of nine Mid-Atlantic and Northeastern states to reduce CO2 emissions from the power sector. Emissions have 
decreased by nearly 50% since 2009, partly because of decreased demand, but mostly because of investments of the 
revenue by the states in improving energy efficiency.   Currently RGGI calls for decreasing the CO2 emissions cap for the 
region by 2.5% per year from its 2014 value from 2015 through 2020, and is discussing how to reduce the cap beyond 
2020.   
 
Transportation and Climate Initiative (TCI): Delaware is a member of TCI, a group of eleven Mid-Atlantic and 
Northeastern states that “seeks to develop the clean energy economy and reduce oil dependence and greenhouse gas 
emissions from the transportation sector.”  Transportation is the sector of Delaware’s economy that produces the 
largest amount of GHG emissions. Would carbon pricing work in this sector?  Economists show that an increased price 
on gasoline and diesel would have little effect on demand because the market for transportation fuels is not very elastic 
– meaning that when prices go up, demand doesn’t go down by a commensurate amount.  However, all of TCI’s efforts 
need funds. Use of revenue from a price on transportation fuels would increase the effectiveness of its work. 
 
Other Revenue Use: In addition to investing in energy efficiency and augmenting transportation options described 
above, improving land use practices, basic research, and adaptation strategies such as reducing losses from sea level rise 
and coastal storms will increasingly need funds. Some revenue can also be returned to residents via a dividend or 
reductions in other taxes, which has been shown to create jobs and increase GDP.  However, increasingly, more and 
more revenue will be needed in the struggle to directly reduce GHG emissions to mitigate climate change.  Currently 
Delaware’s Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) has a program to promote clean 
energy vehicles by providing rebates of $3500 for each new all-electric vehicle (EV) and $1500 for each new plug-in 
hybrid vehicle purchased, as well as financial incentives for vehicle battery charging stations.  The money now comes  
        (Continued on page 11 Price on Carbon Study) 
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(Continued from page 10 Price on Carbon Study) 
 
from pricing carbon emissions from electricity generation in RGGI.  More could be done if there were an increasing price 
on the carbon in transportation fuels – especially if it could be done on a regional basis to prevent people from driving 
out of state to buy their gas and diesel fuel. 
 
Other Policy Options 
Other policy options that can assist carbon pricing in making the transition to a sustainable clean-energy economy are 
Renewable Portfolio Standards, Climate Action Plans, and Public Education and Outreach. 
 
Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPSs) 
An RPS requires that an increasing percentage of the electricity sold in a state come from renewable energy sources, 
such as wind power and solar – either photovoltaics (PV) or thermal solar.  Delaware’s RPS requires that 25% of the 
electricity sold come from renewable sources by 2025, with 3.5% of that from solar PV and solid state fuel cells that use 
methane as a fuel – even though the methane may be produced by fracking.  California and New York have each set the 
RPS target of 50% renewables for electricity generation by 2050, and Rhode Island has an RPS target of 40% by 2035.  
Delaware can do better. 
 
Climate Action Plans (CAPs) 
A CAP is a plan by a state (or other governmental body) to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases of all types (principally 
carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and fluoro-chemicals) within its jurisdiction by a certain percentage and by a 
certain year, relative to a baseline year.  In Delaware various government agencies in the Climate Framework for 
Delaware report urged that GHG emissions be reduced by 30% by 2030, relative to a 2008 baseline year, with no targets 
for later dates.  The target for 2030 could be strengthened and targets set for later years, as other states have done. 
 
Public Education and Outreach 
In order for the state of Delaware to survive in the face of sea level rise and more powerful coastal storms brought on by 
climate change, it will be necessary for global greenhouse gas emissions to be reduced to near zero within a few 
decades.   That will require big increases in energy efficiency and a transition away from fossil fuels to non-carbon-
emitting energy sources.  While Delaware’s contribution to global emissions is small, it is larger than it needs to be, and 
Delaware could become a leader in showing that a transition to a clean energy economy Is not only possible, but it can 
be done while improving people’s health and bringing new jobs and industries to Delaware.  California’s efforts have 
shown GHG reduction can be done while still growing GDP.  For that to happen will require energy and climate-literate 
citizens and public officials who understand both the great risks and great opportunities that we face. 
 
For those who want to learn the basic science of climate change there is a useful overview published jointly by the 
British Royal Society and the U.S. National Academy of Sciences  titled, Climate Change: Evidence and Causes. 
 
For Additional Detail see: Delaware Energy, Climate Plans and Current Climate Status 

Carbon Pricing – Methods and Results    Glossary     LWVUS Climate Change Position 

ADVOCACY LWV OF UNITED STATES 

League Urges Senators to Cosponsor S.65 (NEW)  The League joined other good government groups on a letter 
to the U.S. Senate urging Senators to cosponsor legislation to address financial conflicts of interest of the President and 
Vice President. The legislation, introduced by Senator Warren (D-MA), ensures that those elected as President will be 
required to take the steps essential to eliminating any conflicts of interest, appearances of conflict, and Emoluments 
Clause problems they will face as President. 
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TAKE ACTION: Stop The Repeal of Health Care  

The U.S. Senate is back in session and their first priority will be to repeal the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Repealing the 
ACA means undoing numerous protections for the American people. The League will not stand by while members of 
Congress dismantle protections for the health and well-being of the American public. Stand with the League today and tell 
your Senators to oppose repeal of the ACA 

CALENDAR 

Wednesday, February 
1, 2017, 9:30 am-12 pm 

 Legislative Hall, Dover LWVDE Advocacy Corps meeting. LWVDE Advocacy Corps meeting. 
Contact Committee Chair Sandy Spence for details (302-841-2882). 

Tuesday, February 7, 
2017, 10 am-12 pm 

Immanuel Church Highlands, 
Parish Hall, church where 
League office located, 2400 
W 17th Street, Wilmington 
DE 19806 

LWVDE Carbon Study Consensus meeting with presentation and 
discussion, special resource speaker Diz (Linda) Swift from the 
LWVCA and study committee members.  All welcome. 
Parish Hall has access from elevator main entrance to church. (not the 
League office entrance. 

Tuesday, February 7, 
2017, 6-8 pm 

Jerry and Peggy Schultz, 113 
Cardiff Ct. W. An RSVP 
(schultz_peggy@yahoo.com 
or ptoddwilm@aol.com) 

Reception to meet and talk with Linda (Diz) Swift LWVCA who is 
one of the presenters at our price on carbon consensus meeting ( Tues., 
Feb. 7th, 10 am) 

Monday, February 13, 
2017, 6:30-8:30 pm 

League office, 2400 W 17th 
Street, Wilmington, DE 19806 

LWV of NCC Board Meeting. Monthly meeting of the NCC board of 
directors.     

Monday,  February 
13, 2017,  1:30 - 3:30 
pm  

Newark Free Library 
750 Library Ave 
Newark, DE 19711 

Monday Great Decisions Group from 1:30 to 3:30. Topic: European 
Union.  As usual, many of the attendees will meet for lunch at noon 
Bamboo House, Newark beforehand. Contact Vicky Kleinman 302-731-
4950 for more details. 

Wednesday, February 
15,  6-8:30 pm 

Location to be determined. LWVDE & Education Fund board meetings.  

Monday,  February 27  
2017 11:30 am- 1 pm 

Michael's Restaurant 
1000 Churchman's Rd 
Newark, DE 19713 

HOT TOPIC  Delaware, 1777: Two Great Armies And A Battle, 
speaker Nancy Willing. 
http://michaelsde.com/directions/   

Monday, May 22, 
2017. 

To be determined LWVNCC Annual Meeting 

Saturday, June 10, 
2017 

To be determined LWV of Delaware state biennial convention 

 
League of Women Voters of New Castle County  
2400 W 17th Street 
Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level 
Wilmington, DE  19806 
 
lwvncc@comcast.net 
www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org 


